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1. Why was Mia’s mother upset when she and Mia bumped into Mrs. Yao and Jason in Macy’s? 
She was afraid that they would think her family had savings and would try to squeeze it out of 
them. 

2. How did Uncle Ming want to pay for his car repairs? 
Uncle Ming did not have enough money, so he asked to pay in coupons and $50. 

3. Why did Mr. Yao say that Mia could not use the pool? (condition number 3) 
Mr. Yao did not Mia in the pool, because all the customers would want to use the pool. 

4. Why did Mis’s mother tell the principal that Mia had just arrived from China? 
Mia’s mother thought that it would make the principal cut Mia some slack. 

5. Why did sixth graders accuse Mia of being Jason’s girlfriend? 
She stood up for Jason as the sixth graders bullied him. 

6. Who helped Mia when a drunken man gave Mia a hard time? 
Hank saved her. 

7. Why did Mrs. Douglas think the green pencil belonged to Jason? 
Jason objected when she talked about breaking the pencil in half. 

8. What did Mia help Hank write? 
She helped him write a reference letter. 

9. What happened when Mia and Lupe went to Mr. Lorenz’s house? 
They realized Mr. Lorenz stole his own neon green car. 

10.Why was Uncle Ming worried about being killed? 
He owed money to loan sharks.  

11.From what country do Mia and her family immigrate? 
China 

12.Who was Mr. Yao? Who is Jason? 
Mr. Yao was the motel owner.  Jason was Mr. Yao’s son. 

13.What sign does the Tang family put on the front desk when Mr. Yao is at the motel? 
They put a blue Yankees baseball cap on the front desk. 

14.What prize does Mia win for writing the best “small Moments” story? 
She won coupons for 2 free pizzas from Pizza Hut. 

15.What do Mia and her father do with the money they earn from recycling each Sunday? 
They trade it in for pennies and search for “lucky” pennies.  In particular, they are looking for a 
1943 copper alloy penny.  

16.What does Mia’s mom pretend to do during important moments? 
She pretends to take a picture. 

17.What does the Yang family say when posing for a picture? 
They say “eggplant”. 

18.Why does Mia get fired from her restaurant job? 
She drops a tray of food. 

19.What is a “weekly”? 
People who live at the hotel, not just overnight guests.  
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20.Why does Mia’s mom not want her to become a writer? 
English is not her native language.  

21.What does Mia’s family secretly do when Mr. Yao isn’t there? 
They hide immigrants in the motel. 

22.What game do the weeklies like to play? 
They like to play Monopoly. 

23.What were Mia’s ideas to make the hotel safer? 
Bullet proof glass, security cameras, and a panic button. 

24.How did Mia first get the money for the essay contest to win the hotel? 
She put out a tip jar to earn the $300 to enter the contest. 

25.How did Mia finally get the money to enter the contest to win the hotel? 
She used the tip money to pay the hospital.  She then sold dad’s lucky pennies.  The 1943 
copper alloy penny was worth $40,000. 

26.Why did Mia’s family come to America? 
Even though Mia’s parents had good jobs in China, they came to America to be freer. 

27.What was the first thing Mia did after they bought the motel? 
She went for a swim in the pool.  

28.What kind of tea did Mia’s family drink on special occasions? 
Jasmine tea 
 
 


